In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful.

All praise be to God, Lord of the Universe: the Compassionate, the Merciful. Sovereign
of the Day of Judgement! You alone we worship: and to You alone we turn for help.
Guide us to the straight path: the path of those whom You have favoured: not of those
who have incurred Your wrath, nor of those who have gone astray. Endless Blessings
and Peace upon Allahs Most Beloved Messenger & Prophet Hadrat Muhammad
Mustafa (plss 4o alll ).

As Saalam o Alaykum Warehmatullahi Wabarakatuh

It is admitted fact that every moment, second, minute, hour, day or night that is spent in
the submission of Allah Almighty and His Beloved Prophet (ol 4de alll ) is
exceedingly meaningful and precious. But there are some days, nights and months
which have their own weight and Allah, the compassionate, lays immense stress upon
them to unveil their importance to his rationale creatures.

Among those months, those hold much importance is Moharram, Rajab, Sha’ban and
the holy month of Ramadhan but Sha’ban holds the top position among these holy
months as the Holy Prophet Mohammad (plus 4le 4l JLw) holds the top position among
all the Prophets like Hazrat Ibrahim, Hazrat Musa and Hazrat Isa (aalhimissalam)

The Holy Month of Sha’ban is one of the blessed months that holds much too for us
from the mercy, compassion and kindness of Allah Almighty. This is the month that is
the best of all months in the estimation of Allah. Its days are the best among the days;
its nights are the best among the nights. Its hours are the best among the hours. It is the
month that gave time its spirituality, and thus made its days the best days and its hours
the best hours.It is preparatory month that welcomes the holy month of Ramadhan.

If we study the life of our beloved Prophet (olus 4 4lll JLa), He used to avail himself the
moments of this month to the utmost and spend more time in adoration, submission of
Allah almighty and seek salvation and earn the infinite mercy of Allah Subhana hu
watala.

*EASTING AND EXTRA WORSHIP IN SHA BAN*

Once the Holy Prophet (alss e 4lll L) said: “Sha’ ban is my month”

As Aaqa (plus 4de 4l JLa) called it my month, so its significance and importance touches
to the sky because every thing that has got any link directly or indirectly with the holy
Prophet (a1 4le il [La) becomes an exalted thing for his true followers and momineen.



Imam Ali bin Hussein Al-Zaynul Aabideen (ra) told his companions: "The Holy Prophet
(Pl 4de 4l L) used to observe fast during the whole month of Sha'ban. Therefore
whoso, in love of the Holy Prophet (a1 4de 4l J1a), wishes to seek nearness to Allah
and receive bounties, favors and rewards in this world and in the Hereafter, must
connect Sha'ban with Ramadan (in the matter of fasting and special prayers).

*Hadith Number 1*

oo Osesall ol Adile gie alll ) alll Jguy S B Ll alugale alll e jlaiys shaiy Y 5 i o s
Al Jom ) Sy Ly o ¥ J 58 S plugadde alll o ST jed (S ail ) Ley gliaa) V) 18 jed plia JaSiul
ot b Lalaua 41

Translation: Aisha (raa) reported that the Messenger of Allah (plus 4de 4l 1a) used to
observe fasts (so continuously) that we said that he would not break, and did not
observe (them) till we said that he would not fast: and I did not see the Messenger of
Allah (plss 4de 41l La) completing the fast of a month, but that of Ramadan, and | did not
see him fasting more in any other month than that of Sha'ban. [Sahih Muslim Book 006,
Hadith Number 2580]

*Hadith Number 2*

oo Onesall o Adile Al Jouy O Lgie alll ) alugagle alll L biady Yl Glied e Laisdy o e (1
O Jldae ) Ay )l o gean & ddle a2 alia ol La gy (80 20

Translation: Narated By Aisha (raa) : The Apostle of Allah (alws 4ile 4l L) used to
count the days in Sha'ban in a manner he did not count any other month; then he fasted
when he sighted the new moon of Ramadan; but if the weather was cloudy he counted
thirty days and then fasted. [Abu Dawud Book 007, Hadith Number 2318]

*Hadith Number 3*

CllE dile et eba¥l 2l 4 Gty Y Gl b die Ll ST Hed 8 alu g dgle alll Lo alll J gy (S5 Al
o say (e dansl @d ) 885 zead a1l () 5 0 isay e dan) @) S5 5 5 dall () (s ol seY)

Translation: Narrated by Aishah (raa) says, "Prophet Muhammad (als s 4ile 4lll L) used
to fast the whole of Sha'ban. | said to him, 'Messenger of Allah, is Sha'ban your most
favorite month for fasting?' He said, 'In this month Allah prescribes the list of the
persons dying this year. Therefore, | like that my death comes when | am in a state of
fasting." [lbn Asakir, Tafsir ad-Dar al-Manthur Under the Verse 44:3]

*Hadith Number 4*

(o sy anad kil 1348 J8 Y s



Translation: Imran bin Husain (ra) reported Allah's Messenger (pls 4de Il JLa) having
said to him or to someone else: Did you fast in the middle of Sha’ban? He said: No.
Thereupon he (the Holy Prophet) said: If you did not observe fast, then you should
observe fast for two days. [Muslim Book 006, Number 2607]

* Conclusion:

These reports indicate that fasting in the month of Sha'baan, though not obligatory, is
so meritious that the Holy Prophet (sl 4le 4l JLa) did not like to miss it. But it should
be get in mind that the fasts of Sha'baan are for those persons only who are capable of
keeping them without causing deficiency in the obligatory fasts of Ramadhan.

It is the habit of the Muslims to celebrate some auspicious events during the month of
Sha'ban by praying, reciting Quran, praising Allah, and making a great deal of
supplication to Allah during that night. Sha’ban is like an introduction to Ramadan and it
has some things in common with Ramadan, such as fasting, reciting Holy Quran and
giving in charity. It has been narrated that upon the arrival of Rajab the Holy Prophet
(plus ade Al La) used to pray "O' Allah! Bless us abundantly in Rajab and Sha'ban
and deliver us safely unto Ramadan."

*The Night of Mid-Sha'ban (Laylat al-barrah)*

Qur'an State: (Gsxis US ) 43505 4l 4 D\-*ba\ L)) - Lo! We revealed it on a blessed night --
Lo! We are ever warning - (eﬁa )A\ I8 554 &d) - Whereupon every wise command is
made clear - (G:le)s B U) Lie = 15%) - As a command from Our presence -- Lo! We are
ever sending - (eﬂd\ @ml\ PR RE m)) A mercy from thy Lord. Lo! He is the Hearer,
the Knower. (44:3-6)

Although the majority of the commentators consider the "blessed night" in the above
verses to refer to the Night of Decree which is considered to be in the month of
Ramadan, yet the commentaries also mention that this "blessed night" may be that of
mid-Sha’ban This view is based on the profusion of hadiths on the great merits of the
latter. Consequently the Shari'a has commended observance of that night. Concerning
supererogatory worship on the night of mid-Sha’ban.

Imam Suyuti says: As for the night of mid-Sha’ban, it has great merit and it is desirable
(mustahabb) to spend part of it in supererogatory worship. [Hagigat al-sunna wa al-bid"a
aw al-amr bi al-ittiba” wa al-nahi "an al-ibtida Page No. 58]

*Among the hadiths stressing the status of 15th Sha'ban (laylat al-bara'a) are the
following*



*Hadith Number 1*

oo ddile Al Jpu) il B alugade alll Lo g 136 G 28 AL adlly JU 4l Ciay o (ilas S|
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Translation: Narrated by Aisha (raa) | missed Allah's Messenger (pls 4l alll L)
during the night and found him in al-Baqi'. He said: Were you afraid that Allah and His
Messenger would deal unjustly with you? | said: Allah's Messenger, | thought that you
had gone to some of your other wives. He (the Prophet) said: Verily Allah, the Exalted
and Glorious, comes down to the heaven of the world in "the middle night of
Sha'ban" and forgives sins even more abundant than the hair of the goats of
Kalb. [Sunan Tirmidhi Volume 001, Hadith Number 670, Ibn Maja Volume 002, Hadith
Numberl1379]

*Hadith Number 2*

Ge Al Uy e gomdY) e ol alusadle alll Lo JB mead i Gl e Cluaill AL 8 allad 4l ()

Translation: Narrated by Abu Musa al-Ash'ari Allah's Messenger (plu s 4de 4l 1) said,
Allah, the Exalted and Glorious looks down on "the middle night of Sha'ban" and
forgives all His creation. Except a polytheist or one who is mushahin. [Sunan Ibn Maja
Volume 002, Hadith Number 1380]

*Hadith Number 3*

Adll Qg y o palad) 0 500 cnalll e e alugagle alll Lo JB (e Caall A1 488 ) Jag je alll allay
oadd Jild g aldia (i V) salual jixad olied

Translation: Narrated by Abdullah ibn Amr ibn al-'As Allah's Messenger ( 4de 4l JLa
#lu 9) said, Allah, the Exalted and Glorious looks down on "the middle night of
Sha'ban" and forgives all His creation except two people, the mushahin and the
murderer. [Musnad Ahmad Volume 003, Hadith Number 6353]

*Hadith Number 4*

B alugadde alll Lo ) e Al s ol e b alla ) s all) adlal ol (e Caaill AL S 1)
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Translation: It is related by Abu Thalaba that the Blessed Prophet (als s 4ile alll 1a)
said: On the 15th night of Shabaan, Allah looks over at his creation and forgives
all the believers except for the one who begrudges and hates. He leaves them in
their enmity. [Bayhqi, Tafsir ad-Dar al-Manthur Under the Verse 44:3]




*Hadith Number 5*

JB ali s agle alll Lo ol e i 0 S ger 5 L8 V) 4B paad i (Ol e Ciaill A d all) 1l
bl

Translation: It is related by Muaz bin Jabbal that the Blessed Prophet (ol s 4de il )
said: Allah looks at His creation in "the night of mid-Sha'ban" and He forgives all
His creation. Except for a mushrik (idolater) or a mushahin (one bent on hatred). [Ibn
Hibban, Sahih, ed. Shu ayb Arna'ut Volume 012: Hadith Number 5665]

*Hadith Number 6*

s Aile er cul ) Ll (a8 4l canly a3 ganad) JUals ¢ eay Qalll (e sl g e alll L alll J g o8
JU 4Bla (e & is 2 saaall (e Al ) @i Lall (i i o pah cdalgy) S ja s el L dsile
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Translation: From A'isha: She said: The Prophet (alus 4de 4l 1) stood up in prayer
during part of the night and made his prostration so lengthy that | thought his soul had
been taken back. When | saw this | got up and went to move his big toe, whereupon he
moved, so | drew back. When he raised his head from prostration and finished praying,
he (sl 4le Al L) said: "O A'isha, O fair little one (humayra’)! Did you think that the
Prophet had broken his agreement with you?" She replied: "No, by Allah, O Messenger
of Allah, but | thought that your soul had been taken back because your stayed in
prostration for so long." He said: "Do you know what night this is?" She said: "Allah and
His Prophet know best." He said: "This is the night of mid-Sha'ban! Verily Allah the
Glorious and Majestic look at His servants on "the night of mid-Sha ban, and He
forgives those who ask forgiveness, and He bestows mercy on those who ask
mercy, and He gives a delay to the people of envy and spite in their state.”

Azhari said:
4 old 28 4B A3 ol daliay jae 1) da Ll J

Concerning his words: "broken his agreement with you": this is said to a person who
betrays his companion and therefore has not given him his due right.

Bayhagi continues:
JJASAL}AD.\Ai c«)uzj\ U}S-‘Ui dA.:;.\}.A.\;Ju)A (Y JG)

| say: This hadith is missing the Companion in its chain, and is a "Good Hadith".
[Bayhagi in Shu ab al-iman Volume 003: Hadith Number 3835]



*Hadith Number 7*

oo Opan 0 Olee Al gy o Lagie alll () s gle alll Lo 38 AY 1 e aaal e lnd
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Translation: Imran bin Husain (ra) reported Allah's Messenger (a4l 4l [L=) having
said to him or to someone else: Did you fast in the "Middle of Sha'ban?" He said: No.
Thereupon he (the Holy Prophet) said: If you did not observe fast, then you should
observe fast for two days. [Muslim Book 006, Number 2607]

*Scholarly Opinion's*

The virtue of the night of mid shaban has been established from the Prophet ( 4l 1=
sl s 4dle) and has come from multiple channels of transmission from Abdullah bin Amr,
Muadh, Abu Hurairah, Abu Thulabah, Awf bin Malik, Abu Bakr, Abu Musa, Aishah May
Allah be pleased with all of them, each of the narrations strengthening each other.

Imam Shafi'i write:

sy e Al Jg) 5 kil A 5 s AL g dean AL 3 O 8 Geed 8 i e )l () Dl oIS 4l Laly
Ol (e i) AL

Translation: Of the narrations that have reached us, verily, dua is accepted on five
nights: the night of Juma’, the night of E’id Al-Adha, the night of E’id Al-Fitr, the first
night of Rajab, and the 15th night of Shabaan”. [al-Umm, Volume 001, Page No. 231]

Imam Shurunbulali Hanafi writes:
Ol e il Ay daall (55 pde (July paall (Al elial 5 Gldan ) o YT el (JU el i
Translation: It is desirable to revive the last ten nights of Ramadan, two nights of Eidain

(Eid ul-Fitr and Eid ul-Adha), ten nights of Zil Hijjah, and the 15th night of Sha'ban.
[Noorul Eidhah Page No. 63]

Shaikh Abu-Ishaq Ibrahim Al-Hanbali writes:
Ol Cauai Al g an ) Jo) Ald g 1) sdle Al g delea JB juad) Guildall (ale Lal candi

Translation: It is desirable to revive the time (with salat and ibadah) between the two
E’sha’s (Maghrib and E’sha) because of the ahaadith. Many scholars say: Similarly with
the night of Ashura, the first night of Rajab, and the 15th night of Sha ban. [Al-Mubdi
Volume 002, Page No. 27]



Sheikh Mansoor Bahoti Hanbali writes:

o) Aoy daluall Jilgiba Y L ~laia¥) Led Jloay (e il 8 1S5 Jaimd Lt Glond (pa Ciuail) A1) Ll
2=l AL elal (ile Glird (e Cauaill AL () Lgald il

Translation: As for the 15th night of Sha'ban, it is a night of virtue. Some of the salaf
prayed the whole night, although establishing congregational prayers (on this night) is
good innovation. And the reward of ibadah on "the 15th night of Sha'ban" is the same
as the reward of ibadah on the night of E’id. [Kash-shaful Qina, Volume 001: Page No.
444]

Mubarakpuri (Salafi scholer) writes:
Mal L o e Ju e sana Calal sac wamﬂ\maj#‘;q)}ﬁdeh\

Translation: You should know that a sufficient number of hadith has been narrated
confirming "the virtues of the 15th night of Sha'ban". All these ahaadith prove that it
has a basis.

After relating many Ahadith about the importance of this night he says:
alel i alll 5 ¢ i Gl (o Couaill A1 Alucad 8 iy ol il ae ) (e e daa g sana Cualal) o3gd

Translation: The sum of all these ahadith is strong evidence against the one "who
thinks there is no proof" of the virtue of the 15th night of Sha ban" and Allah knows
best. [Tuhfatul Ahwadhi Volume 003: Page. 365-367]

Ibn-Taimiyyah was asked about of the 15th night of Sha’ban. He replied:

B g oan g Lead Ja )l 33l L () slia) 9IS agil calld) cegiailla e Jaig U1 5 Cualallelind (4 (5 5 ) caaill AL W
158 e S5 38 4inm 48 il 4 40

Translation: As for the 15th night of Shabaan, there are many narrations and
Athar (quotes from the Sahabah) regarding its virtue. It has been reported of the
salaf that they prayed in this night. Therefore, praying alone on this night, having
precedence in the salaf, is sufficient evidence and something of this kind surely cannot
be denied.

At another occasion, Ibn-Taimiyyah was asked the same question and he replied:

dielaa Jo OIS LS aiiala e laa (8 5) s 5 Caalll AL L) e | ) alald Gled caad 3%a e Jiug
Cran ged Calidl e @il gha Jray S LS atiald

Translation: If one prays on this night alone or in a select company of people as many



groups amongst the salaf did, "then it is good". [Fatawa Ibn Taimiyyah Volume 23,
Page 131-132]

* CONCLUSION:

To conclude the virtue of this blessed night are established by ahadith and a group of
the salaf it is recommended to stay up on it, and the opinion that it is Bida'h (innovation)
is a "Reprehensible” (munkar) opinion.

* AHUMBLE APPEAL TO SEEK PARDON AND ASK ALLAH'S FORGIVENESS:

Dear Muslim brothers, the Bountiful Allah in His Infinite Mercy has provided us with such
an auspicious night so that we may take advantage of it and repent for our sins, and
thus obtain His Grace and Favour. It is for us to take full advantage of it. During this
night, offer special prayers and repent sincerely for our past sins and ask for His
Forgiveness.

May Allah Ta'ala guide them and show them the right path so that they be in touch with
their glorious past, May Almighty Allah guide us on the path of the Ambiya and the
Awliya. Aamee



